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Introduction

The Electronic Theses and Dissertations Bibliography presents over 150 articles, books,
conference papers, technical reports, unpublished e-prints and other scholarly textual sources
that are useful in understanding electronic theses and dissertations. Most sources were
published from 2000 through 2020. It includes full abstracts for works under certain Creative
Commons Licenses. It is available as a website and a website PDF with live links.

Dedication

In memory of Paul Evan Peters (1947-1996), founding Executive Director of the Coalition for
Networked Information, whose visionary leadership at the dawn of the Internet era fostered
the development of scholarly electronic publishing.
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The preparation and publication of dissertations can be viewed as a subsystem of scholarly
communication, and the treatment of data that support doctoral research can be mapped in a
very controlled manner to the data curation lifecycle. Dissertation datasets represent "low-
hanging fruit" for universities who are developing institutional data collections. The current
workflow for processing electronic theses and dissertations (ETD) at a typical American
university is presented, and a new practice is proposed that includes datasets in the process
of formulating, awarding, and disseminating dissertations in a way that enables them to be
linked and curated together. The value proposition and new roles for the university and its
student-authors, faculty, graduate programs and librarians are explored.
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